
  

 

MEDIA WISATA 
ISSN 16935969 - EISSN 26858436 
Volume 23, Number 1, 2025 
http://jurnal.ampta.ac.id/index.php/MWS 
Lembaga Penelitian dan Pengabdian Masyarakat 
Sekolah Tinggi Pariwisata AMPTA, Yogyakarta, Indonesia 
 

 

Article DOI: 10.36276/mws.v23i1.869         118 

MEMAYU HAYUNING BAWANA: INTEGRATING JAVANESE 
PHILOSOPHICAL WISDOM INTO SUSTAINABLE CULTURAL 

TOURISM IN YOGYAKARTA 
 

Hari Rachmadi1, *Fuadi Afif2, Noverinto Gilang Nuzul Ramadhan3 
1-3Sekolah Tinggi Pariwisata AMPTA, Yogyakarta, Indonesia, Email: fuadiafif@gmail.com  

*(Correspondence author) 

 

ABSTRACT  

This study explores Memayu Hayuning Bawana, a traditional 
Javanese philosophy that emphasizes harmony, sustainability, and 
ethical responsibility, as a guiding framework for cultural-based 
tourism development in the Special Region of Yogyakarta (DIY), 
Indonesia. In the face of increasing globalization and cultural 
commodification, this research investigates how local philosophical 
wisdom can serve as an alternative paradigm to mainstream 
tourism strategies that often neglect cultural authenticity and 
ecological integrity.nUsing a qualitative, descriptive-analytical 
approach, data were collected through literature reviews and in-
depth interviews with key stakeholders, including tourism village 
managers, cultural practitioners, and policy authorities in 

Yogyakarta. Thematic analysis was employed to interpret the integration of Memayu 
Hayuning Bawana within three dimensions: cultural preservation, environmental 
sustainability, and community empowerment.nFindings indicate that applying this 
philosophy helps revitalize traditional practices such as batik-making and gamelan 
performances, supports ecotourism initiatives based on ecological balance, and fosters 
inclusive tourism models through community-based enterprises. However, challenges such 
as the commodification of culture, unequal benefit distribution, and superficial 
environmental efforts highlight the need for balanced and inclusive governance. 

Keywords: Memayu Hayuning Bawana; local wisdom; cultural sustainability; eco-friendly 
tourism; community-based tourism; Javanese philosophy. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Local wisdom represents a foundational element in the formation of cultural 
identity within communities, particularly in Indonesia—a nation characterized by 
rich and diverse cultural traditions. Among these, the Javanese philosophy of 
Memayu Hayuning Bawana stands out as a profound system of values that inform 
societal behaviors, decision-making processes, and perceptions of harmony with the 
world. Rooted in ancestral knowledge, this philosophy emphasizes the pursuit of 
well-being and balance across various dimensions of life, including interpersonal 
relationships, communal interactions, ecological responsibility, and spiritual 
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development. By promoting a holistic worldview, Memayu Hayuning Bawana 
provides a culturally grounded ethical framework capable of guiding communities 
in navigating the complexities of contemporary life while maintaining fidelity to 
their indigenous heritage and collective identity (Hakim, 2023). 

In an era increasingly defined by globalization and rapid modernization, the 
urgency of safeguarding such local wisdom becomes ever more critical. Cultural 
homogenization, accelerated by transnational media and digital technologies, 
continues to threaten the integrity of traditional practices and belief systems. The 
pervasive influence of foreign cultural products and values, combined with the 
allure of modern lifestyles, often undermines the continuity of localized knowledge 
systems. This concern is particularly salient in the Special Region of Yogyakarta 
(DIY), a province widely regarded as a cultural stronghold and premier tourism 
destination in Indonesia. Here, the dual imperative of preserving a deeply rooted 
cultural identity while simultaneously embracing socio-economic modernization 
presents a unique challenge. In this context, the integration of Memayu Hayuning 
Bawana into cultural tourism management emerges as a promising strategy for 
ensuring the resilience of local identity amidst the transformative pressures of 
globalization (Nuraini, 2018). 

Tourism undeniably plays a pivotal role in stimulating economic development, 
yet it also poses significant risks to cultural sustainability when left unregulated. In 
the case of DIY, cultural-based tourism has become a strategic pillar for both 
economic viability and heritage preservation. However, without critical 
engagement, tourism activities can devolve into cultural commodification—
reducing sacred and meaningful traditions into mere aesthetic performances for 
external consumption. Such outcomes not only distort cultural expressions but also 
alienate local communities from their own heritage. To counter this, there is an 
urgent need to establish an inclusive and sustainable tourism framework that is 
deeply rooted in local values. By adopting a model that is both community-driven 
and culturally sensitive, stakeholders can ensure a tourism experience that is 
authentic, equitable, and sustainable—benefitting both visitors and the host 
communities (Dewi et al., 2019); (Lekaota, 2015). 

This study aims to explore the practical integration of Memayu Hayuning 
Bawana as a foundational philosophy in the management of cultural-based tourism 
within the Special Region of Yogyakarta. It emphasizes the relevance of this 
philosophy to contemporary sustainability discourses, and seeks to propose 
actionable frameworks that balance economic growth with cultural integrity and 
ecological stewardship. Furthermore, this research advocates for the essential 
involvement of local communities in the planning, implementation, and evaluation 
of tourism strategies. By fostering meaningful participation, communities are 
empowered not only to protect their cultural assets but also to directly benefit from 
tourism-related initiatives—thereby ensuring more inclusive and enduring 
outcomes (Thetsane, 2019); (Lekaota, 2015). 

Existing literature in the field of sustainable tourism increasingly underscores 
the necessity of preserving intangible cultural heritage and enhancing community 
welfare. Within this discourse, Memayu Hayuning Bawana offers a unique and 
locally resonant paradigm that aligns with global sustainability goals. Integrating 
this philosophy into tourism practices could reinforce Yogyakarta's status as a 
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leading cultural destination while contributing new perspectives to the 
international academic debate on heritage-based sustainability. Such an integration 
has the potential not only to enhance the visitor experience through authentic 
engagement but also to fortify the socio-cultural fabric of local communities, 
ensuring that traditional wisdom remains vibrant in the face of cultural convergence 
(Herawati, 2024); (Hakim, 2023). 

The application of Memayu Hayuning Bawana in cultural tourism governance is 
not merely a symbolic gesture of cultural pride, but a substantive response to the 
ongoing tension between tradition and transformation. By embedding local 
philosophical principles within tourism management systems, Yogyakarta is well-
positioned to cultivate a model of development that honors its historical legacy 
while embracing innovation. Such an approach has far-reaching implications—not 
only for economic empowerment but also for social cohesion and intergenerational 
knowledge transmission. In this regard, the integration of local wisdom offers a 
viable solution to the erosion of cultural meaning and the potential homogenization 
of tourism narratives. Far from being an abstract ideal, this philosophy represents 
an operational model that aligns spiritual, social, and ecological dimensions of 
tourism development (Dewi et al., 2019); (Lekaota, 2015). 

Accordingly, this paper asserts that incorporating Memayu Hayuning Bawana 
into tourism policy and practice constitutes a comprehensive and culturally rooted 
strategy for addressing the socio-economic and environmental challenges currently 
confronting Yogyakarta. The discussion unfolds through an exploration of the 
philosophical foundations of the concept, an analysis of its implications for 
sustainable tourism, and a delineation of practical pathways for its effective 
implementation. Through this contribution, the study aims to enrich the discourse 
on cultural sustainability and offer a contextually relevant framework that may also 
be adapted and applied in other regions facing similar tensions between cultural 
preservation and global development imperatives. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Defining and Understanding the Dimensions of Memayu Hayuning Bawana 

The concept of Memayu Hayuning Bawana is deeply embedded in Javanese 
philosophical traditions and embodies the pursuit of harmony and balance in all 
aspects of life. Rooted in the words memayu (to beautify or improve), hayuning 
(well-being), and bawana (the world/universe), this local wisdom articulates a 
holistic worldview where individual, social, environmental, and spiritual elements 
are interconnected and mutually reinforcing. In essence, this philosophy positions 
humans as moral agents responsible for maintaining equilibrium within their 
surroundings. According to Koentjaraningrat (2002), cultural values such as these 
serve not only as ethical guidelines but also as adaptive mechanisms that safeguard 
community identity amid shifting socio-political contexts. 

As a dynamic cultural framework, Memayu Hayuning Bawana encompasses 
ecological ethics, social cohesion, and moral integrity, echoing contemporary 
discourses in sustainability and environmental philosophy. For instance, this 
worldview aligns with the concepts of “Earth stewardship” and “planetary health” 
often cited in global environmental ethics literature (Berkes, 2012). By articulating 
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the interdependence between humans and nature, it encourages practices that 
maintain harmony in both the tangible and intangible domains of life. 

Cultural Sustainability and Tourism 

The integration of local wisdom into sustainable tourism practices has gained 
increasing attention in academic and policy discussions, particularly as tourism 
continues to impact cultural and environmental systems. Scholars such as Butler 
(1999) have long emphasized that tourism sustainability must be assessed through 
a tripartite lens: economic viability, ecological responsibility, and cultural 
preservation. Butler argues that incorporating indigenous knowledge and values 
into tourism planning enriches the authenticity of the visitor experience and fosters 
the long-term protection of cultural heritage. Similarly, the UNWTO (2024) 
underscores that cultural and environmental factors must be harmoniously 
addressed to create equitable and sustainable tourism systems. 

In this context, Memayu Hayuning Bawana offers a culturally specific but 
globally relevant model for aligning tourism development with sustainability 
imperatives. The philosophy inherently supports the principles of cultural integrity, 
participatory governance, and environmental balance, making it highly applicable 
to the challenges faced in tourism hotspots like Yogyakarta. Studies by Hermawan 
(2017) provide empirical support for this notion through the example of Gunung 
Api Purba Nglanggeran, where tourism development rooted in local traditions has 
fostered community participation and cultural resilience. 

Furthermore, scholars have cautioned against the risks of cultural 
commodification—wherein traditions are stripped of their meaning and 
transformed into spectacles for tourists. Rosidi (2011) notes that when cultural 
expressions are curated solely to satisfy tourist expectations, they lose their 
symbolic power and become detached from their socio-religious contexts. This 
concern is echoed in the work of Esfehani and Albrecht (2019), who identify a 
persistent tension between cultural heritage management and tourism 
commercialization, particularly in settings where community voices are 
marginalized. By embedding Memayu Hayuning Bawana at the core of tourism 
governance, stakeholders can mitigate this risk by reasserting local agency and 
preserving the deeper value of cultural performances. 

Community Empowerment in Tourism 

Community-based tourism (CBT) has emerged as a prominent strategy for 
enhancing local participation in tourism while promoting equitable distribution of 
benefits. In the Yogyakarta context, CBT initiatives rooted in local wisdom such as 
Memayu Hayuning Bawana have been found to enhance social capital, empower 
marginalized groups, and increase communal ownership over tourism assets 
(Demolinggo et al., 2020). These outcomes are consistent with the arguments of 
Lekaota (2015), who highlights that rural community participation in tourism 
governance is critical for both legitimacy and sustainability. 

The role of Memayu Hayuning Bawana in promoting empowerment lies in its 
emphasis on mutual respect (tepa salira), collaboration (gotong royong), and the 
ethical obligation to care for both people and the environment. This ethical 
grounding supports tourism practices that prioritize community voices and 
intergenerational equity. Moreover, Nguyen and Thanh (2023) in their study on 
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green tourism in Vietnam, argue that community awareness and cultural identity 
significantly enhance the effectiveness of tourism initiatives. This finding further 
supports the idea that philosophical grounding in local values like Memayu 
Hayuning Bawana can serve as a catalyst for genuine community empowerment. 

Additionally, the integration of local wisdom into tourism has implications 
beyond culture and economy—it fosters long-term environmental stewardship. 
Soedjatmoko (1981) and more recently Prayoga et al. (2020) emphasize the 
importance of traditional ecological knowledge in shaping sustainable agricultural 
and land-use practices. These insights parallel broader sustainability frameworks 
that advocate for integrating traditional and scientific knowledge systems (Berkes 
et al., 2000). 

Conclusion of Literature Review 

Taken together, the reviewed literature reinforces the viability of Memayu 
Hayuning Bawana as a multidimensional framework for sustainable cultural 
tourism in Yogyakarta. By aligning philosophical traditions with contemporary 
tourism paradigms, this approach offers a grounded and contextually sensitive 
alternative to top-down development models. Future research could further 
interrogate the adaptability of this philosophy in other regions, explore comparative 
frameworks across Southeast Asia, and assess its application within formal policy 
structures. In doing so, Memayu Hayuning Bawana has the potential to serve as both 
a theoretical contribution and a practical tool for advancing inclusive, ethical, and 
sustainable tourism development in the Global South and beyond. 

 

METHOD 

This study employed a qualitative research methodology with a descriptive-
analytical approach to explore the application of Memayu Hayuning Bawana in 
cultural-based tourism management. Data collection was conducted through 
literature reviews and in-depth interviews with key stakeholders in the tourism 
industry of the Special Region of Yogyakarta (DIY). These stakeholders included 
tourism village managers, local artists, and policymakers who are actively involved 
in the development and preservation of cultural tourism. 

The research location was the Special Region of Yogyakarta, a region renowned 
for its rich cultural heritage and vibrant tourism industry. The study was carried out 
over a period of six months, from January to June 2024, to ensure a comprehensive 
understanding of the practices and challenges involved in integrating Memayu 
Hayuning Bawana into tourism strategies. 

The population of this study comprised individuals and organizations directly 
engaged in the management and promotion of cultural-based tourism in DIY. 
Purposive sampling was utilized to select participants who possess substantial 
knowledge and experience in this domain. This sampling technique ensured the 
collection of relevant and insightful data. 

Data analysis was performed using thematic analysis to identify recurring 
patterns and themes related to the implementation of Memayu Hayuning Bawana. 
The analysis process involved coding, categorization, and interpretation of the data 
to draw meaningful conclusions. The criteria for evaluating the data were based on 
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its relevance to the research objectives and its alignment with the principles of 
Memayu Hayuning Bawana. 

In this study, Memayu Hayuning Bawana served as both a conceptual 
framework and a practical guideline for assessing cultural-based tourism 
management practices. The findings from this research provide a nuanced 
understanding of how this philosophy can be operationalized to achieve sustainable 
and inclusive tourism development in DIY. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Cultural Preservation Practices 

The philosophy of Memayu Hayuning Bawana plays a central role in revitalizing 
cultural heritage within the tourism landscape of Yogyakarta, particularly through 
the promotion of traditional arts such as batik-making, wayang performances, and 
gamelan music. These cultural expressions are not only aesthetic artifacts but also 
repositories of values and collective memory, which have been recontextualized 
within tourism experiences. Interactive sessions, live demonstrations, and heritage 
workshops have emerged as key mechanisms to involve tourists in participatory 
cultural learning. These initiatives are consistent with the findings of Demolinggo et 
al. (2020), who assert that cultural preservation efforts are most sustainable when 
communities are actively engaged in transmitting their heritage to visitors. 

Further supporting this, Wijaya and Faturochman (2019) highlight that cultural 
values are most effectively internalized through experiential learning and communal 
role modeling—mechanisms that are embedded in tourism programs grounded in 
Memayu Hayuning Bawana. Moreover, Atmaja (2024) emphasizes that traditional 
Javanese rituals and ecological ethics, when practiced through tourism, reinforce 
local identity and strengthen intergenerational bonds. These practices align with 
Rosidi’s (2011) warning that commodification risks stripping cultural expressions 
of their authenticity; the implementation of Memayu Hayuning Bawana serves as a 
safeguard against such dilution by prioritizing cultural substance over spectacle. 

However, concerns remain over the superficial packaging of cultural elements 
for tourism consumption. In gamelan performances tailored to tourist tastes, for 
instance, the depth of ritual and symbolic meaning may be reduced to mere 
entertainment. This tension illustrates Sumarmi’s (2024) critique regarding the 
divergence of interests between local communities and tourists—where attempts 
to appease external audiences can compromise the authenticity and significance of 
traditional practices. 

Environmental Sustainability 

In addition to its cultural relevance, Memayu Hayuning Bawana offers 
actionable ethical guidance for promoting environmental sustainability in tourism. 
This philosophical framework upholds the interdependence between humans and 
nature, which has led to the adoption of environmentally conscious practices in 
Yogyakarta’s tourism sector. Examples include waste minimization initiatives, the 
use of solar energy in eco-lodges, and guided educational tours through rice fields 
and forest conservation zones. These reflect the ecological stewardship principles 
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described by Soedjatmoko (1981), where traditional knowledge plays a vital role in 
balancing environmental development and cultural continuity. 

Pujiyanti (2023) notes that instilling ecological awareness through local 
customs—such as ritual bersih desa and community farming—fosters a culture of 
sustainability. This is echoed by Prayoga et al. (2020), who argue that traditional 
ecological knowledge contributes to solving global environmental issues by 
integrating social, economic, and ecological dimensions into a unified framework. 
These findings also align with the work of Berkes et al. (2000), who emphasize that 
indigenous knowledge systems, when effectively combined with scientific 
methodologies, can provide robust models for sustainable resource management. 

Yet, critics question the sincerity and effectiveness of some eco-friendly tourism 
practices. Andriany et al. (2022) argue that many “green” initiatives are market-
driven and superficial, serving more as branding tools than substantive 
environmental actions. Similarly, Berkes et al. (2000) caution against the 
romanticization of traditional knowledge, warning that it should not be treated as a 
panacea but rather be integrated thoughtfully with empirical scientific 
understanding. This perspective underscores the importance of ensuring that 
environmentally friendly tourism initiatives inspired by Memayu Hayuning Bawana 
are not merely symbolic, but rooted in genuine sustainability commitments. 

Community Empowerment 

The empowerment of local communities represents a critical dimension in the 
operationalization of Memayu Hayuning Bawana within tourism development. The 
philosophy advocates for inclusive participation, shared responsibility, and 
equitable benefit distribution—all of which are manifested in the growth of tourism 
cooperatives, village-owned enterprises (BUMDes), and micro-business networks 
across Yogyakarta. These structures enable residents to engage meaningfully in 
tourism governance and to retain control over cultural resources. Rosidi (2011) 
observes that such forms of empowerment counteract the alienation often caused 
by externally controlled tourism, thereby sustaining cultural authenticity and 
economic resilience. 

Moreover, Wijaya and Faturochman (2019) demonstrate how community 
involvement nurtures a sense of belonging and collective action, essential for the 
long-term success of tourism initiatives. Jayana (2024) further expands on this by 
noting that the application of Memayu Hayuning Bawana enhances local capacities 
for balancing socio-economic growth with ecological responsibility. These dynamics 
echo global findings: Nguyen and Thanh (2023) illustrate how culturally grounded 
tourism initiatives in Vietnam’s ethnic communities foster ownership, 
environmental consciousness, and social solidarity. 

Nevertheless, empowerment processes are not without limitations. The 
establishment of tourism cooperatives, while beneficial in theory, can lead to 
internal competition among local businesses, potentially eroding community 
cohesion (Atmaja, 2024). Additionally, Sumarmi (2024) points out that prioritizing 
tourism as an economic driver may divert attention and resources from equally 
critical community needs such as education and public health. Pranoto (2024) raises 
concerns regarding equity, noting that benefits from tourism initiatives may be 
unevenly distributed, with socioeconomically or politically dominant groups 
receiving disproportionate advantages. 
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These challenges illustrate the need for careful policy design that anticipates 
and mitigates unintended consequences. Collaboration among government 
agencies, tourism operators, and local leaders is essential to ensure that 
empowerment does not become a source of new inequalities. Esfehani and Albrecht 
(2019) emphasize that participatory tourism must be guided by ethical frameworks 
that prioritize equity, transparency, and cultural preservation, especially in 
managing intangible heritage. 

Integrative Reflection 

The integration of Memayu Hayuning Bawana into tourism development 
presents both compelling opportunities and complex challenges. As Zhang (2021) 
and Wu et al. (2021) note, commercialization—if unchecked—can erode 
authenticity and create friction between cultural integrity and market demands. 
Moreover, Hung et al. (2016) illustrate how adapting sacred practices to tourist 
preferences can displace local meanings, further complicating heritage 
management. Yet, the philosophical depth and ethical guidance offered by Memayu 
Hayuning Bawana provide a culturally resonant lens through which tourism can be 
shaped in a more inclusive, respectful, and sustainable manner. 

To realize this potential, a nuanced and adaptive approach is required—one that 
actively involves local communities, respects the symbolic and material dimensions 
of cultural heritage, and embeds sustainability at all levels of planning and 
implementation. Such an approach not only honors the spirit of Memayu Hayuning 
Bawana, but also positions Yogyakarta as a model for culturally rooted, 
environmentally responsible, and socially just tourism development in the 21st 
century. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

The integration of the Javanese philosophical framework Memayu Hayuning 
Bawana into cultural-based tourism development within the Special Region of 
Yogyakarta offers a compelling and contextually grounded model for achieving 
sustainable tourism. This philosophy encapsulates a holistic set of values—centered 
on harmony, well-being, and ethical stewardship—that can guide tourism practices 
toward greater cultural sensitivity, ecological responsibility, and community 
empowerment. As demonstrated throughout this study, the application of Memayu 
Hayuning Bawana has facilitated the revitalization of traditional arts such as batik-
making, gamelan performances, and community rituals, thereby reinforcing cultural 
identity while enhancing the tourism experience. 

From an environmental perspective, the philosophy’s emphasis on balance 
between humans and nature has inspired ecotourism practices that align with 
global sustainability goals. Waste reduction initiatives, renewable energy adoption, 
and educational nature tours exemplify how local wisdom can inform eco-friendly 
strategies. These practices not only mitigate environmental degradation but also 
deepen tourists’ appreciation of cultural and ecological interconnectedness. The 
findings support the assertion that traditional ecological knowledge—when applied 
critically and in combination with contemporary science—can strengthen the 
foundation of responsible tourism. 
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Moreover, Memayu Hayuning Bawana plays a critical role in promoting inclusive 
development through community empowerment. The formation of cooperatives 
and micro-enterprises anchored in this philosophical tradition fosters local 
ownership, economic resilience, and participatory governance. Such initiatives 
demonstrate that culturally embedded empowerment mechanisms can support 
equitable benefit distribution and strengthen social cohesion. This aligns with global 
best practices advocating for community-based tourism models that prioritize local 
agency and cultural integrity. 

Nevertheless, the study also reveals several challenges that must be addressed 
to realize the full potential of this philosophical integration. Issues such as cultural 
commodification, internal competition among local stakeholders, and the superficial 
application of green practices highlight the complexity of operationalizing 
traditional values in a market-driven tourism landscape. Furthermore, the risk of 
unequal benefit distribution within communities necessitates careful and inclusive 
tourism governance that considers power dynamics and social equity. 

In light of these findings, this study contributes to the theoretical discourse by 
offering Memayu Hayuning Bawana as a locally rooted, philosophically robust model 
for sustainable tourism. It bridges the gap between indigenous wisdom and 
contemporary tourism frameworks, demonstrating that local cultural philosophies 
can inform practical, scalable, and ethical approaches to tourism management. 
Practically, it provides a roadmap for stakeholders—including policymakers, 
tourism operators, and community leaders—to develop tourism strategies that are 
not only economically viable but also culturally respectful and environmentally 
sound. 

However, this study is not without limitations. The qualitative methodology, 
while rich in contextual insights, limits the generalizability of findings beyond the 
case of Yogyakarta. Future research could employ comparative analyses across 
different regions or utilize mixed methods approaches to validate and expand upon 
the conceptual framework proposed here. Additionally, longitudinal studies would 
offer valuable perspectives on the long-term impacts of integrating Memayu 
Hayuning Bawana into tourism systems, particularly in relation to intergenerational 
knowledge transmission and adaptive capacity in the face of global change. 

In conclusion, the integration of Memayu Hayuning Bawana into cultural 
tourism development offers a transformative paradigm that aligns deeply with the 
principles of sustainable development. By prioritizing harmony between culture, 
environment, and community, this philosophy has the potential to position 
Yogyakarta—and similar cultural regions—as global exemplars of ethical and 
inclusive tourism. For this potential to be fully realized, stakeholders must engage 
in collaborative, critical, and adaptive strategies that honor both the spirit and the 
substance of local wisdom. 
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